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The  Story  and  Origin  of  the  Union  Jack. 

Banners  and  Flags  have  always  been  Carried. 
St.  George's  Cross,  St.  Andrew's  Cross,  St.  Patrick's  Cross. 


By  Liiutinant-Colonil  E.  T.  STURDEE. 


Tb«  followliiK  ttocT  of  the  Union  Jack, 
the  Klorloii*  dag  of  the  Britleh  Empire,  has 
been  compiled  to  aialvt  ichool  teachers 
and  others  In  Impartlne  Instruction  on  the 
uieonliiit  of  the  flag  and  the  histories  of 
the  different  patron  saints,  and  also  as  a 
Buide  to  those  who  talte  an  interest  In 
iiuKS  and  their  proper  slgnlflcance,  hoplns 
that  it  nmT  be  the  means  of  more  atten- 
tion belne  glren  by  the  pubUc  to  the 
untionrl  colors.  Many  of  the  facts  heje"> 
riH-or<led  luivo  bocu  tukcii  from  The  History 
of  the  Union  Jack,  by  Barlow  Cumberland, 
Ksq.,  a  most  excellent  book,  and  also  from 
Uulme's  Flags  of  the  World. 

From  the  earliest  times  banners  and 
standards  were  used  and  carried  by 
nearly  every  nation  and  tribe,  not  only 
as  a  distinguishing  maric,  or  as  a  ipi  int 
to  indicate  where  the  men  of  the  differ- 
ent parties  were  to  asgemble,  but  as  a 
religious  sign,  and  showing  the_  cause 
or  reason  of  the  conflict;  mention  is 
made  in  the  Bible  of  people  carrying 
ensigns  before  their  armies,  and  using 
them  as  a  means  to  gather  the  different 
tribes  or  companies,  each  man  knowing 
the  particular  device  which  represented 
his  party,  thus  the  Lion  was  Icnown  as 
the  emblem  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  each 
other  tribe  of  the  Jews  having  also 
their  own  type,  while  later  on  the  Eagle 
was  adopted  by  a  Romans  and  em- 
blazoned on  their  uanners,  and  so  every 
nation  had  a  national  emblem,  such  as 
the  dragon  for  China,  the  Heur-de-lys 
for  France,  the  Crescent  for  Turltey,  the 
lion  for  England  and  Scotland,  the  harp 
for  Ireland;  these  flags  or  standards 
were  not  only  carried  on  land  by  the 


soldiers,  but  were  also  used  at  sea  on 
ships  and  vessels,  while  in  addition  the 
sails  of  ships  had  the  particular  device 
thereon,  and  while  the  origin  of  flass 
may  b.  ^raced  to  land  usage  not  only 
for  ident.  'ing  the  different  nations,  but 
to  show  t.  rank  or  force  of  each 
knight  or  nobie  holding  command  in  the 
army,  it  was  really  at  sea  that  the 
development  of  flags  and  banners  was 
thereafter  most  in  evidence,'  the  flag  on 
the  mast  showing  clearlv  the  nation  to 
which  the  vessel  belonged.  England  was 
one  of  the  first  countries  to  have  a 
navy  and  to  display  the  national  flag  on 
her  ships.  Alfred  the  Great  from  A.  D. 
871  to  901  encouraged  the  building  of 
war  ships  and  ever  since  has  the  navy 
of  England  and  afterwards  of  Great 
Britain,  been  the  ruling  guide,  the  chief 
defence  of  our  country  and  tlie  envy  of 
all  the  world;  the  earliest  English  flags 
appear  to  have  borne  on  them  reli{(iotts 
emblems  and  occasionally  a  lion  or  a 
leopard,  while  there  are  instances 
showing  only  distinctive  colors  such  as 
red  and  white,  and  later  on  armorial 
bearings  or  heraldic  devices  of  a  county 
or  a  knight  were  emblazoned  thereon, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  trace  and  describe 
all  tho  flags  used  by  England  during 
the  early  centuries,  but  to  relate  only 
the  origin  of  our  present  flag,  the  Union 
Jack,  or  ^reat  Union,  and  as  the  basis 
of  that  flag  is  the  red  cross  of  St. 
Georg-;;  the  history  of  that  will  first 
be  tolii. 


The  Stoty  and  Origin  of  tke  Union  Jack. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  CROSS. 


St  Oaorm  wu  born  about  270  In 
Lrdda,  ia  Fnlwtina,  in  th«  vnU  of 
Sbaron,  oalebntad  for  iU  roam  and  ho 
th«  TOM  it  ths  national  flower  of  Eng- 
land, and  alwaya  aMooiatad  with  St. 
0«oM«.  Ha  waa  a  Chriatian  and  whan 
tha  Emparor  Dioolatian  paraooutad  tha 
Chriatiana  St.  Oaorgt  openly  daolarad 
himaalt  and  did  all  ha  eould  to  aava 
hia  fallow  oountiTBMn  and  oppoaa  tha 
Emparor,  but  waa  put  to  daalh  aa  a 
mar^  April  SSrd,  303;  this  dar  ia 
known  aa  St.  Gaorm'a  day  and  has  oaan 
ao  kept  for  hudrcoa  of  years;  it  is  alto 
ralatad  of  him  that  he  fought  and  killed 
a  flaroo  dragon  and  thus  tared  a  Prin- 
oata  from  dMth,  to  St.  George  it  alwajrt 
repreaented  in  hi*  combat  with  tiie 
dragon,  he  being  on  horteback  and 
oarnring  a  banner  with  a. red  orott  on 
»  white  ground;  he  waa  thut  early  look- 
ed upon  aa  a  taint  and  hit  name  and 
mbol  renerated.  In  1100,  when 
ohard  I.  of  England  joined  in  the 
.-utadaa  to  tha  Holy  Land  hit  thipa  won 
in  a  iUnroe  flght  with  the  Saraeeut  near 
Beyrout,  at  a  tpot  called  St.  Oeorge't 
Bay,  to  named  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
near  thit  that  St.  Oeorge't  famout 
flght  witii  the  dragon  todc  place.  It 
wat  reported  that  King  Richard  ha.. 
teen  a  vition  of  St.  George  ..nd  his  red 
cross  banner  the  ni(^t  before  the  battle ; 
and  on  hit  return  to  England  in  1104 
he  *  Jj[«ted  the  St.  George't  cross  as  the 
emblem  and  flac  of  En^and  and  placed 
his  army  and  the  naMon  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Sf  Georgo;  from  that  date 
this  cross  buame  t£e  national  flag  of 
England,  and  was  tiie  ground  work  from 


which  the  present  Union  Flag  has  been 
built  up,  but  not  onlr  was  the  red 
cross  seen  on  the  English  flag,  for  on  the 
inrasion  of  Scotland  in  13§6  by  Rich- 
ard II.  it  was  ordered  that  every  perion 
should  bear  tha  croaa  of  the  patron  taint 
*  on  hit  coat  or  Jaoque  both  before  and 
Mhlnd,  and  in  1513  the  tailort  of  the 
Cinque  portt  are  taid  to  have  worn  at 
their  uniform  a  coat  of  white  cotton 
with  a  nd  Croat  and  the  armt  of  the 
port  underneath;  another  initanee  is  re- 
corded in  1S88  on  the  fall  of  Calais, 
when  the  city  of  London  raited  a  thou- 
tand  men  and  made  them  white  coats 
and  red  crosses,  thus  the  red  cross  was 
established  as  the  emblem  of  England 
and  noble  deeds  were  performed  under 
that  banner,  the  crusaders  carried  it  in 
the  Holy  Land,  the  shipt  of  England 
won  the  great  naval  battle  of  Sluyt  and 
the  toldiert  were  Tictoriout  under  this 
flag  at  Cresty,  Poietiert  and  Aglncourt 
Cabot,  Drake  and  Frobither  sailed  undi  i 
it  and  the  ahips  that  defeated  the  great 
Spanish  Armada  carried  it  at  their 
mast  heads;  it  is  in  compliment  to  the 
ancier-;  victories  of  the  English  that  to- 
day ihe  St.  George's  cross  is  the  dis- 
tinguishing flag  of  a  British  admiral  and 
flies  on  flag  snips,  those  having  an  ad- 
miral on  bmird,  at  hit  badge  of  rank, 
and  is  also  used  on  the  command  pen- 
nant, a  lon^  flag  or  whip,  flown  by 
every  war  ship  in  commission,  while  the 
white  or  St.  George's  ensign  is  the  flag 
of  the  royal  navy.  The  cross  is  also 
used  at  part  of  the  arms  of  the  city  of 
Londm. 


Tht  Story  and  Origin  of  tkt  Union  Jack. 


'  ST  ANDREWS  CROSS. 


Vf 


St.  Andrew  it  (uppoMd  to  hart  baan 
the  fint  to  introdwM  Chriatianitj  into 
Scotland,     and     for    that    raaMn  from 
very  Murljr  timM  ha  haa  baan  known  a* 
tha  patron  niint  of  that  country,  and 
hit  annivartarjr  ia  leapt  ^    tha  Sootoh  on 
tha  30th  Novambar.    Otbar  raaaona  ara 
«Uo  givan,  ona  baing  that  aoma  ralioa  of 
tha  apoatlo  wara  baIng  brou^t  to  Scot- 
lard  and  tha  <raaaal  baing  wradtad  tha 
taered  bonaa  wara  landad  aafaljr  at  tha 
port  atill  eallad  Bt  Andrew'*;  aaothar 
tradition  U  that  in  S87  the  BcoU  baing 
attaekad    hj  tha  Engliah  nndar  Athal- 
itana  thara  appeared  in  the  iky  the  night 
before  tha  battle  the  eroaa    of    St.  An- 
drew formed  in  tha  white  elovda  againat 
tha  dark  olua  akjr,  and  animated  by  thia 
lign  the  Soota  the  next  day  defeated  tha 
Engliah,  whoae  king  waa    alain;     ainoe 
then  the  croea  of  St.  Anarew  haa  been 
tdopted  by  the  Scotch  aa  their  national 
tiag;  the  St.  Andrew'a  eroaa  ia  a  aaltira 
or  dli  ;?onal  eroaa,  white  on  a  dark  blue 
ground,  and   the  origin  ia   aaid  to  bo 
from  the  fact  that  St.  Andrew   conaid- 
ored  himself  uaworthy  to  be  crucified  on 
i,  eroea  al  \,h«  tame     ahape     aa     our 
-^viour,  and  kO  choae     one     of  an  X 
^'         un  which  he  lufTered  nurtyrdom; 
■"  j»t  Andrew*!  croea  wat  carried  by 
mttt  the  Bruce,  whoae  detcendantt,  tha 
4l4*   of  Klgia,   ttill   bear  hit  banv  r; 
«ia  flag  waa  alao  carriad  at  Bannook- 
i4VB  when  the  Soota    wara    victorioua 
~T  the  Enriiah,  and  later  on  in  1385 
1  the    Soota     invaded    the    border 
.,     «iM  of  England  they  wore  a  white 
St       «drew'«  cross  on  their  jacquea  or 
cot      '^h  ^sfo' "  asd  I'^bind;  the  Scotch 


flag  waa  carried  principally  on  land,  aa 
tha  Scota  narer  made  any  pretantiona  to 
having  a  navy,  although  there  wara  aooM 
fraebootera,  or  tea  rorera,  who  pr«ye4 
upon  Engliah  eoBuneroe,  bat  they  never 
ventured  vary  far  frou  land.  Tha  St. 
Oeorge'a  croea  for  Kn^and  and  tha  St. 
Andrew's  croee  for  Scotland  worn  now 
firmly  eatablithad  aa  tba  natioaal  flaga 
of  thaee  countriee  and  ao  ooatinnod  for 
many  yeara. 

UNION  JACK  OF  JAMXS  L 

Tha  firat  attempt  of  eombinlng  tba 
two  croatee  on  one  fiag  waa  made  after 
Jamaa  VI.  of  Scotland  became  Jamea  I. 
of  England,  who  aa  aoon  aa  ho  eama  to 
tha  throne  in  1003  added  to  tha  royaT 
standard  tlui  peraonal  flag  of  tha  aov- 
ereign,  tha  red  lion  of  Saotland  and  tha 
harp  of  Ireland:  thin  ftog  under  Qnaan 
Elisabeth  had  bom<i  the  three  liona  of 
England  and  the  «>iur-de-lya  of  Fraaea 
only,  but  it  waa  not  until  1M0  that  any 
ehMM  waa  made  in  the  national  fag. 
In  that  year  King  Jamea  autboiiaad  a 
new  flag  to  be  boma  in  tha  main  top  of 
all  shipa  "The  Red  Croeaa,  eommonly 
called  St.  Oeorge'a  Croase,  and  the 
Wi  a  Croese,  commonly  called  St.  An- 
dt .  's  Croeaa,  joined  U^her  aooording 
to  the  forme  made  by  tur  Ueralda"  and 
this  flag  was  known  aa  the  "Union 
Flagge."  or  Jack,  but  the  aaparate  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  croeeee  were  still  used 
by  the  two  nationa  in  addition  to  the 
new  flag  to  distinguish  the  nationality 
of  the  ships.  The  origin  of  the  flag  being 
called  Jack  cannot  be  dearly  accounted 
for.    It  has  been  stated  that  tha  above 


7<l#  Story  and  Origin  of  the  Union  Jack, 


proeluiwtion  wm  th«  origin  on  account 
of  tbo  King  uaing  th«  French  nami  of 
"JaoqiiM,"  abbrcvMUd  •«  "J»o,"  ami 
th«  BOW  flag  WH  eallad  tho  Jaoli  of 
Jamaa  I.,  but  on  tbo  othor  band  it  i* 
known  tbat  provioua  to  thia  tbo  Engliih 
and  Sootcb  flag*  worj  gonorallv  calletl 
Jacks,  and  from  thi«  it  aooma  tbat  tha 

firobablo  origin  of  tba  word  cam*  from 
ba  fact  tbat  tba  raapaetiva  croaio*  of 
•aeb  nation  war*  '    -na  on  tho  coat*  or 
jaoquaa  of  tha  lolo.jra.  tbo  latter  word 
moaning  in  heraldrT  tbo  plain  aurfaoo 
or  outor  droM  oa  whiob  an  armorial  dt- 
Tioo  la  boma.  and  thus  tha  flag  oama  to 
bo  eallad  Jack,  though  tha  propor  name 
tbon  for  tho  flag  waa  tbo  Union  Flag 
and  lator  oa  tbo  Groat  Union.  It  will  bo 
BOlieod  tbat  whilo  tbo  two  erotic*  war* 
Ofdorod  to  bo  Joinad   togotbar   tha  flag 
aa  tbon  eomplstod  sbowod     vary  mu^h 
Una  for  8t,   Androw**  erosa  and  vary 
littla  wbito  for  tho  eroaa  of  St.  Oaorge, 
bolng  only  a  narrow  border  for  tho  rodi 
tbi*  border  waa  maintained  on  account 
of  a  rula  of  horaldiy    wbiob    prohibit* 
color  being  placed  or.  color,  or  i  etal  on 
motal,  and  ao  tbc.^  waa     juat  enough 
wbito  loft  to  pr*<roBt  the  red  from  touch- 
ing  tho  blue,  or  in  tbo  word*  of  heraldry 
tbo  wbita  waa  aimply  a  flmbriation  to 
tbo  rod.     This  almoat  toUl   diaappeer- 
anoo  of  tbo  wbito  ground  of  tho  Bng- 
liab  flag  waa  tba  eauae  of  aome  diacon- 
tont  Ly  tbat  nation.    Although  the  ac- 
tual uakm  of  England  and  Scotland  waa 
not  aooompliahod  for  over     a      ^r^At>"\ 
years  after  tbo  flrat  Union    3t    .     wa« 
adopted;  the  flag  continued  to        Jied, 
tbongb  aome  diiferent  regulatio       were 
mada^  thua  in   1834     lueehiiut     veasels 
wero  prohibited  ttynn  '-Mng    the  Union 
Jaek,  wbicb  waa  reaerv.ii  for  the  King'a 
^ipa  or  wn-  abips  olIj    I,ut  during  the 
Comnionw'*aItt    merchan:,    vesaela    uaed 
what  flagk  '    '/  choao,  and  war  ahipa  by 
a  proclamation  made  in  1649  reverted  to 
tho  uao  of  the  Red  Croaa,  but  in  1660 
tho  nao  of  the  Union  Flag  waa  rectored 
to  tho  King'a  ahipa,  and  in  1663  this  re- 
|u]ation  waa  asain  publiahed     and  the 
flag  then  called  officially  for  the  first 
time  "His  Maiesty's    Jack,"  con  ■nonly 
«lled  tho  "Union  Jack,"  was  directed  to 

v.^  "^  ^*"«'"  ■'»*P»  only,  the  Jack 
white,  or  St  George's  cross,  and  the  en- 
sign red  wero  appointed  for  use  on  mer- 
chant veasels:  the  ensiini  red  beins  a 
red  flag  with  a  St.  George's  cross  on  a 
white  ground  in  the  i  iper  comer,  and 


this  waa  used  oa  mtrehant  veaaela  iml 
probably  alto  on  *hor*  in  Knglund  or 
many  years  thereafter. 

Tbo  next  proclanii>tiana  rcffanlintf 
flags  were  made  in  I  TO*  in  the  rei^.i  o7 
Queen  Anne,  when  the  union  of  •■'  I,  ..a 
and  Scotland  and  their  parliami  »  tc 
!amo  an  eaUbllahed  fact,  so  it  was  fotino 
neeeaaary  to  ha\e  one  lUg  to  repreM<nt 
tho  new  union  i  thia  wa«  act  oul  in  the 
flr^t  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  the 
proclamation,  therefore,  recited  this  ar- 
(icie.  In  which  the  croaaea  of  St.  George 
and  St.  Andrew  should  be  "conjoynml 
in  such  a  n>anner  as  we  should  think 
flt"  and  furt>  appointed  and  describ- 
ed the  red  n  -n  to  be  used  on  board 
•'•  •WPJ  '  •>  tels  whether  employed 
in  the  Qttt  '  jrvice  or  otberwine,  but 
prohibited  «,<.«  use  of  "our  Jack,  com- 
monlv  called  the  Union  Jack,"  on  any 
but  the  ships  of  the  royal  navy;  this 
proclamation  did  away  with  the  former 
ensign  with  the  St.  George's  cross  and 
thereafter  the  union  waa  borne  in  the 
upper  corner  of  that  flag,  ao  from  this 
time  also  the  aeparaU  croaaea  of  Eng- 
land and  SeotUnd  eeaaed  aa  national 
flags,  the  plain  St.  George's  cross  be- 
ing retained  on  a  white  pennant  for  une 
in  the  royal  navy  aa  a  badge  of  the  ship 
being  in  command. 

.The  drawing  of  the  new  Union  Jack 
of  Queen  Anne  shows  quite  a  diflTerence 
from  that  of  King  James;  the  latter,  it 
'iU  be  remembered,  having  only  a  nar 
ii.'or'i"  ®'  flmbrUtion  of  white  to 
the  St.  George's  cross,  but  the  new  flas 
was  made  with  broad  white  outside  the 
English  led  cross,  which  was  thus  re- 
stored to  iU  proper  position,  as  a  red 
cross  on  a  wfcite  flefd.  Th/s  flag  con- 
tinued  to  be  used  for  nearly  one  hun- 
dred years  until  Ireland  came  into  tha 
union  in  1801. 

St  Patrick  from  very  early  times  hns 
been  the  patron  saint  of  Ireland;  uom 
in  Scotland  near  the  close  of  the  fourth 
century  (authorities  differ  as  to  tha 
exact  «Ute  of  his  birth),  one  account 
stutes  that  be  went  as  a  young  man 
.I'ith  his  parents  to  Ireland  and  de- 
voted himself  to  teaching  the  Irish 
Christtanlty,  and  labored  incessantly 
among  the  people,  suffering  much  and 
being  often  persecuted;  another  ac- 
count states  that  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  pirates  when  a  child  an  sold 
nto  Ireland  as  a  serf,  but  e  ipina 
later  he  went  to  the  continent,  there 
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•mbracing  ChrUtUnitr,  and  returnM  to 
•vangtliu  tb«  Iriahi  hn  founded  raonna- 
UrlM,  ehurekM  and  ec'  •  ola,  waa  after- 
ward! made  a  deacon  ind  prieat  and 
nnally  a  biahopt  ha  waa  called  Pa+.rl- 
ciua  or  account  of  hia  aneaatora,  •vhj 
jwft  r. ,  ortad  to  hara  been  aoMea,  .md 
Ilia  'abora  in  Ireland  extended  over 
forty  jraarat  eerUin  it  ia  that  he  did 
•  gnat  deal  for  the  Iriah  and  ia  aa 
much  revered  aa  their  aaint  by  them 
aa  8t  Qeorgt  by  the  Engliah  or  St. 
Andrew  by  tha  Scotch.  St.  Patriek'a 
U«7,  iiUrch  17th,  ta  alwaya  eaiMcially 
oelebratad  by  tha  Iriah.  The  oriffla  of 
tJt.  Patriek'a  eroaa  or  the  Iriah  Jar::  ii 
very  obaeare.  Thar*  ia  no  early  ri  ird 
of  thia  flag  being  earried  in  battle  by 
the  Iriah  and  theT  were  never  a  nation 
lond  of  the  aea,  but  it  ia  quite  certain 
that  the  Iriah  croaa  waa  in  aomo  way 
connected  with  St.  Patrick;  there  ia  n 
tradition  that  he  auffered  martyrdom 
on  a  croaa  of  tha  aame  ahapa  aa  St 
Andrew,  but  thia  ia  not  senerally  ae- 
captedi  the  moat  probable  origin  of 
tha  croaa  to  that  it  waa  taken  from  a 
aacred  standard  or  Labanim  aet  up  by 
Conotantine  the  Great,  Emperor  of 
Rome,  on  which  waa  diaplayed  the  flrat 
three  Greek  lettera  of  the  name  of 
Chriat,  X.P.I.,  oi  Chiro,  and  that  th^ 
croaa  waa  taken  from  the  first  of 
theae,  especially  aa  Conatantine  had 
for  a  time  lived  in  thu  North  of  Eng- 
land, which,  during  the  Roman  occupa- 
tion, had  been  converted  by  misaionaries 
from  Scotland,  from  which  St.  Patrick 
originally  came,  and  ao  the  croaa  be- 
came intimateiy  connected  with  the 
labors  of  St.  Patrhk  in  Ireland.  St. 
Patriek'a  croaa  ia  .je  same  ahape  (aal- 


tlre>  a.  St.  Andrew's,  but  a  rod  eros* 
on  a  wiiite  field.  It  waa  not  until  very 
much  later,  however,  that  it  vaa  mt  all 
used,  in  fact  not  yny  much  before  '.h.' 
close  of  the  aeventcenth  ct-  .lury,  and 
Ireland  had  never  been  represented  in 
the  national  Hag  as  Scotland  wa%  ex- 
cept Ivir  a  brief  perind  during  the  Oo;n- 
monwealth,  and  then  by  an  enaign  on 
which  appeared  a  golden  harp  on  a  blue 
ground. 

When  in  1801  Ireland  waa  admitted 
into  the  Union,  it  became  neceaaary 
that  that  country  ahoukl  be  repreaent- 
ed  on  the  national  flag,  and  aa  this  bore 
already  the  croases  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, it  waa  deckled  to  add  the  Irish 
cross,  combining  the  three  'irosses  nn 
one  (lag.  Dy  a  proclamation  of  King 
George  111.  of  January  l»t,  1801,  th« 
details  of  tha  new  combination  w<>re 
given  in  heraldic  language,  it  waa  de- 
flnud  that  the  white  croaa  of  St.  An- 
drew and  the  ret^  croaa  of  St  Patrick 
were  to  be  joined  together  quarterly 
ami  counterchanged  and  that  they  were 
to  be  aurmounted  by  the  cross  of  St. 
George;  therefore  it  waa  necessary  tr 
join  three  crosses  on  one  flag,  at  the 
same  time  to  do  this  in  such  a  vay 
that  Scotland  and  Ireland  would  hav(> 
equal  honor;  this  waa  more  difficult 
from  the  fact  that  the  Scotch  and  Irivh 
crosses  were  the  same  sh^pe  and  slJie, 
and  so  the  proclamation  read  t>at  they 
were  to  be  joined  together 
quarterly  and  counterchanged.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  th-;  ^t 
George'a  cross  and  ita  wide  bonier 
divide  the  flag  into  four  quarters  or 
cantons,  the  two  upper  being  numbered 
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line  and  two,  and  the  two  lower  three 
and  four,  and  that  the  widths  of  the 
two  saltire  crosses  are  diflferently  placed 
in  each  quarter;  the  reason  ia  that 
Scotland  being  the  senior  of  the  two, 
uccupies  the  higher  position  in  the  first 
and  third  quarters,  which  are  nearest 
the  flagstafT,  and  that  the  positions  are 
reversed  in  the  second  and  fourth  can- 
tons, that  is,  that  in  the  first  and  third 
quarters  the  broad  white  of  St.  .\n- 
drew  is  placed  above  the  red  cross  -tnd 
its  border,  while  in  the  second  nnd 
fourth  the  red  of  St.  Patrick  and  its 
border  are  above,  so  that  they  are  thus 
counterchanged,  while  laid  over  this  or 
>urniounting  it  is  the  red  cross  of  St. 
George  with  its  white  border,  indicat- 
ing clearly  the  leading  part  England 
has  taken  in  the  Union  and  the  lead- 
ing position  the  English  nation  has 
held,  while  each  cross  has  been  pre- 
served intact  and  rests  upon  its  own 
proper  ground  or  field,  the  white  St. 
Andrew's  on  a  blue  field  and  the  zed 
St.  George's  and  St.  Patrick's  on  white 
grounds,  the  whole  forming  a  most 
beautiful  combination  and  one  of  the 
handsomest  flags  that  has  ever  floated 
to  the  breeze.  Further  symbols  may  be 
taken  from  the  heraldic  meaning  of  the 
colors,  namely,  red  for  courage,  white  . 
for  purity,  and  blue  for  truth;  thus 
each  combination  was  carefully  thought 
out  in  our  flag  and  explicit  instructions 
given  for  the  different  proportions, 
which  have  never  been  changed,  the  cor- 
rect measurements  being  as  follows, 
flrst  bearing  in  mind  that  the  length  of 
a  flap  shq^Lild  be  double  its  width: 

Red  cross  of  St.  George,  1-5  of  width 
of  Ung. 


White  border   to   St,  George,   1-3  of 
red  of  St.  George. 

Red  cross  of  St.  Patrick,  1-3  of  red 
of  St.  George. 

White  border  to  St.  Patrick,  1-0    of 
red  of  St.  George. 

Broad  white  of  St.  Andrew,  1-2  of  red  of 
St.  George. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that 
the  crosses  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Pai- 
rick  have  an  equal  share  on  the  flag, 
because  the  one- third  of  the  red  and 
one-sixth  of  the  border  of  St.  Patrick 
together  are  equal  to  one-half  of  tho 
broad  white  of  St.  Andrew,  although 
Scotchmen  may  claim  to  have  a  larger 
share,  as  the  blue  ground  they  can 
call  their  own.  It  will  bt  seen  that  in 
the  proclaiqation  of  January  Ist,  1801 
the  flag  \wti- called  the  Union  flag  ind 
is  the  corfbct  name;  though  still  called 
the  Union  vJack  the  latter  terra  is 
really  more,  applicable  to  the  flag  or 
Jack  used  on  the  bow  of  a  ship  of  war, 
and  flown  on  what  are  called  Jack 
stalls;  to  make  a  correct  Union  Jack  it 
is  necessary  to  draw  two  diagonal  lines 
from  the  comers,  when  it  will  be  found 
that  these  are  the  centre  and  dividing 
lines  of  the  saltires,  but  while  in  a 
square  flag  these  lines  will  intersect  the 
comers  of  St.  George's  cross  in  an 
oblong  flag  they  will  not,  so  in  making 
a  flag  it  is  best  to  draw  the 
saltires  first  and  the  St.  George's  ;ro.i8 
over  all;  a  little  study  will  soon  enable 
anyone  to  become  familiar  with  the 
proper  design  and  proportions,  so  there 
is  no  excuse  for  the  Union  Jack  being 
wrongly  made  or  placed;  a  correct  flag 
shows  the  broad  white  of  St.  Andrew 
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in  the  first  ond  third  quarters  upper- 
most, and  below  the  red  in  the  other 
(juarters;  if  this  is  not  so,  then  the 
llag  has  been  either  made  wrong  or 
jilaced  wrong  end  to  the  staff  or  pole; 
in  fact  this  is  very  often  seen  in  the 
cheap  flags  used  for  decoration;  this 
should  be  discouraged  and  only  *.he 
proper  flags  used;  another  error  often 
f-pen  ia  the  drawing  of  a  so-called  Union 
.lack  of  simply  two  red  crosses  with  a 
very  narrow  margin  of  white,  or  per- 
haps none  at  all,  which  is  not  a  recog- 
nized flag,  does  not'm«»n  anything,  and 
is  besides  an  insult  •'to  the  national 
«ag.  .--      ,^ 

"AX   UNAUTHORIZED    CHANGE.; ^^ 
The  Union  Flag,  as  ordered  by   pro- 
clamations of  1707  and  1801,  and  so  de- 
scribed according  to  the  drawings  made 
at   the   time  has   been   herein  treated, 
snd  there  can  be  no    doubt   but  what 
the  flag  as  at  present  used  is  absolutely 
correct,   but  there    have    been  conten- 
tions that  it  is  not  properly  made  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  heraldry.     For 
some   years  after   the  proclamation   of 
1801  the  discussion  was  very  warm  in 
the  leading  papers  and  magazines,  the 
contention  by  those  opposed  to  the  ilag 
as  at  present  ufed,  being  that  the   St. 
(ieorges     and     St.     Patrick's     crosses 
should  have  only  a  fimbriation  or  nar-. 
row  margin  and  that  the  broad  whito 
of  St.  Andrew's  should  be  equal  to  the 
red  of  the  Irish    cross,  while    on    the 
other  side  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the 
Hag  was    correct    from    drawings  made 
and  approved  in  1801;  nothing  more'vas 
beard  of  this  until  1000,  when  a  large 
order  was  given  an  American  firm    for 
the  supply  of  flags,  this  f\rm  having  no 
knowledge  of  the  proper   form  of  the 
Union  Flag  asked  the  Garter  King    of 
Arms,   London,    for    instructions,    who 
sent  a  drawing  according  to  what    he 
contended  was  the    strict    heraldic  de- 
sign which  shows  only  the  broad  xrhite 
of  St.  Andrew  and  a  narrow  fimbriation 
to  St.  George's  and  St.  Patrick's  crosses 
and  though  no  order  in  council  was  ever 
])assed  or  any  change  authorized  by  the 
Admiralty  the  flags  were  made  of  this 
design   and   instructions  given   for   the 
army  to  have  flags  made  according  to 
this  form;  in  1901  and  since  a  few  Brit- 
ish regiments  and  also  some  regiments 
of  Canadian  militia  were  furnished  with 
colors   of  this  pattern,  but  no  change 
was  elsewhere  made;  these  flags  are  not 
nearly  so  handsome  as  the  proper  Union 
flag  nor  do  they  convey   the  meaning 
of  the  three  crosses.    It  is  hoped  regu- 
lations will  be  made   reverting  to  the 


nroper  and  ancient  form  of  the  Union 
llag  for  use  on  colors  of  infantry  in  i;c- 
eordance  with  that  used  by  the  Admir- 
alty. 

There  is  another  point  in  connection 
with  the  national  flag  which  must  be 
disposed  of,  and  that  is  the  as-sartion 
that  the  ancient  white  cross  of  Kninei- 
was  introduced  in  it,  or  as  a  ground 
whereon  the  St.  George's  cross  was 
laid,  but  there  is  no  authorltv  or  rea- 
son for  this;  true  it  is  that  for  years 
the  titles  of  the  sovereigns  of  Enulaiui 
included  that  of  France,  and  the  fleur- 
delys  was  borne  on  the  national  arms, 
iut  France  was  never  intended  to  be 
represented  on  the  flag.and  furthermore 
as  the  white  cross  of  France  was  not  of 
straigh„  sides  but  shaped  something 
like  a  Maltese  cross  it  never  could  have 
been  so  used,  so  the  origin  and  history 
of  the  flag  is  truly  British  and  the 
meanings  and  stories  of  the  three 
crosses  have  been  fully  preserved. 

The  Union  Flag  is  essentially  the  na- 
tional flag;  it  shows  the  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain  wherever  it  flies;  it  is 
used  as  an  army  flag,  being  hoisted  over 
all  forts,  camps  and  military  stations: 
it  is  the  King's  color  of  all  regiments 
of  the  army,  and  can  be  flown  by  any 
British  subject  on  shore;  it  is  used  by 
Governors  General  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernors of  colonies  with  the  arms  or 
badge  of  the  colony  in  the  .?entre,  but 
cannot  be  used  at  sea  except  by  shins 
of  war  on  the  Jack  staff,  as  already 
noted;  when  flown  at  the  mast  head  it 
shows  that  an  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  is 
on  board;  the  Union  surrounded  by  a 
broad  white  border  is  a  pilot  flag  only 
and  should  not  be  otherwise  used. 

-  THE  THREE  ENSIGNS. 
An  Ensign  is  generally  a  flag  having 
in  the  first  or  upper  cailton  the  great 
Union,  and  of  these  there  are  three  va- 
rieties, all  having  different  uses;  the 
first  is  the  white  or  St.  George's  ensign, 
on  which  is  the  cross  of  that  name 
throughout  the  full  length  and  breadth 
with  the  Union  as  above  noted;  this  is 
the  distinguishing  flag  of  the  Royal 
Navy  and  cannot  be  used  otherwise  at 
sea  under  heavy  penalty,  though  iin 
exception  has  been  made  in  favor  of  thj 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  to  whicli  spe- 
cial license  has  been  given;  every  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  flies  this  flag  at  the 
stern  daily,  and  though  it  is  often  used 
on  shore  by  private  individuals,  it  has 
there  no  special  meaning.  The  Ue-1 
Ensign  with  the  Union  in  the  upi)er 
canton  only  is  used  as  a  national  flai: 
by    all    British    merchant    vessels,    and 
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kinc*  1892  the  same  flag  with  the  anni 
of  Canada  in  the  fly  has  been  allowed 
to  Canadian  merchant  vessels;  other 
colonies,  such  as  Australia,  etc.,  also 
use  this  ensign  with  their  own  particu- 
lar device,  while  a  crown  on  the  fly  de- 
notes a  custom  house  flag;  the  red  en- 
sign, either  plain  or  with  the  Canaan 
arms,  is  used  very  much  on  shire, 
though  a  maple  leaf  or  some  simple 
emblem  easier  distinguished  than  the  \ 
arms  would  make  a  more  distinctive 
Canadian  flag. 

The  Blue  Ensign,  which  also  has  the 
Union  in  the  flrst  quarter,  is  only  used 
by  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  or  by  mer- 
chant vessels  commanded  by  an  officer 
of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  provided  a 
certain  number  of  the  crew  are  also 
members  thereof;  this  flag  with  the 
arms  of  Canada  in  the  fly  is  used  by  all 
Canadian  government  vessels,  which 
also  when  armed  fly  a  command  pen- 
nant of  blue  with  St.  George's  cross  at 
the  head  on  a  white  ground;  the  plain 
Blue  Ensign  is  authorized  by  special 
permission  for  certain  yacht  clubs  that 
are  allowed  to  call  themselves  Royal, 
and  by  certain  government  departments 
in  Great  Britain,  with  special  devices 
in  the  fly. 

The  tlu«e  Ensigns  were  formerly  all 
used  by  the  Navy  to  distinguish  the 
different  grades  and  ntnlcs,  each  «hip 
flying  a  flag  of  the  color  of  the  admiral 
commanding  ltd  squadron,  there  being 
Admirals  of  the  White,  Red  and  Blue, 
but  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  Nelson, 
who  was  a  vice-admiral  of  the  white, 
signalled  that  to  prevent  confusion,  all 
sUps  were  to  fly  the  white  ensign,  and 
this  was  the  origin  of  the  use  of  this 
flag  for  the  Royal  Navy. 

A  fact  not  generally  known  is  that 
the  flrst  flag  of  the  American  colonies 
or  United  States  was  composed  of  thir- 
teen stripes  of  red  and  white  alternate- 
ly on  the  fly,  with  the  Union  of  Great 
Britain  as  then  used  in  the  flrst  quar-  | 
ter,  but  this  flag  existed  for  a  few 
months  only  early  in  the  year  1776. 

THE  ROYAL  STANDARD 

is  the  personal  flag  of  the  sovereign, 
flown  only  over  vessels  or  buildings 
when  the  King,  Queen  or  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Family  representing  the  King 
is  on  board  or  in  residence;  therefore 
this  flag  should  not  be  used  by  any  one 
either  ashore  or  afloat;  the  Royal 
Standard  has  the  three  lions  of  England 
in  the  flrst  and  fourth  quarters,  the 
lion  of  Scotland  in  the  second,  and  the 
harp    of    Ireland    in  the    third;  it    is 


strange  that  Wales  is  not  represented 
in  thu  flag,  nor  is  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  or  any  representation  of  it* 
patron,  St.  David,  given  a  place  on  any 
emblem;  the  first  of  March  is,  however, 
always  kept  as  St.  David's  Day. 

REGIMENTAL  COLORS. 

Colors  or  flags  carried  by  infantry 
regiments  are  of  silk,  the  first  or  King  s 
color  is  the  Great  Union  and  the  lie- 
cond  or  regimental  is  the  same  color  as 
the  facings  of  the  regiment  with  the 
Union  in  the  first  quarter  and  the  par- 
ticular device  of  the  corps  on  the  fly; 
these  fla^  are  always  consecrated  on 
presentation  and  are  to  be  treated  with 
every  respect;  thus  when  colors  are  be- 
ing carried  through  the  streets  soldiers 
salute  them,  and  citizens  generally 
should  raise  their  hats  out  of  respect. 

HINTS  ON  FLAGS. 

As  a  guide  to  those  having  charge  of 
flags,  a  few  hints  are  given  as  to  cer- 
tain regulations  and  customs  regarding 
them.  The  part  of  a  flag  next  to  the 
flagstaff  is  called  the  hoist,  the  outer 
part  the  field  or  fly;  ilass  are  generally 
hoisted  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
by  naval  and  military  earlier,  but  should 
never  be  allowed  to  fly  aiter  sunset, 
ilags  are  lowered  to  hialf  mast  as  a 
sign  of  mourning,  but  should  then  be 
only  the  width  of  the  flag  from  the  top 
of  the  flMstaff;  when  a  flag  is  to  M 
placed  at  half  mast  it  should  always  be 
raised  to  full  height  and  then  lowered. 
Salutes  at  sea  are  made  by  dipping  or 
lowering  the  flag  and  then  raiung  it, 
and  in  this  connection  it  may  be  ^'nter- 
esting  to  note  that  all  nations  are  the 
first  to  salute  British  ships  at  sea  is  % 
recognition  that  Great  Britain  is  the 
Mistress  of  the  Seas.  A  flag  of  one  na- 
tion should  never  be  raised  above  T;hat 
of  another,  as  it  is  a  token  of  .lis- 
r'spect.  An  ensign  hoisted  reversed  or 
Union  down  is  a  sign  of  distress  or  *.hat 
h  ^  is  required. 

In  closing  this  brief  story  of  the 
Union  Jack  it  is  hoped  that  some  les- 
sons may  be  learned  therefrom,and  that 
our  people  may  become  familiar  with 
the  honored  flag  of  our  country,  and 
bearing  in  mind  its  glorious  history 
may  ever  treat  it  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, for  it  is  "the  flag  that  has  braved 
a  thousand  years,  the  battle  and  the 
breeze,"  and  is  the  flag  on  which  the 
Sim  never  sets,  and 
"That  flag  may  sink  with  a  shot  torn 

wreck. 
But  never  float  o'er  a  slave." 
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